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1. Consider Mine Act changes for 
frequency of inspections.  (Based on 
solid merit) 
 

2. Develop a working relationship with 
state associations such as IMAA. 
 

3. Develop and invest in your training 
materials. 
 





 Antique  
 Dial 911 on rotary phones 
 Black and White Videos 

  Lack Regulatory Explanation 
 Show violations of 30CFR56 



















Iowa Limestone Producers 

Association 



Issue: Procedures 

• MSHA’s procedures require the mining 

industry to take measures to terminate an 

alleged violation prior to being able to 

dispute its validity. 

• Does this process call into question the 

constitutionality of a system the 

circumvents due process and the rights of 

the accused? 

• This is compounded by the questions 

raised earlier regarding inspector 

competence. 

 



Issue:  Inspector Attitude 

 

• Should MSHA project an attitude of 
cooperation with miners and management 
to keep miners safe, or rather an attitude 
of writing as many citations as possible 
regardless of the impact on safety? 

 

• Do MSHA administrators train inspectors 
against the use intimidation when 
interacting with mine employees? 



Issue: Overwriting of Citations 

• Is it proper for an MSHA inspector to leave 

a quarry after an inspection, only to return 

a day or two later with additional citations 

or increased gravity after consulting with 

his supervisor? 

 

• Why are inspectors who are “on the 

ground” being over ridden by supervisors? 



Issue: Repeat Violations 

• If MSHA regulations have not changed, 

why would one inspector be allowed to cite 

a violation (guarding for example) where it 

can be documented the current situation 

had been cited by MSHA, corrected by the 

operator, and vacated by a previous 

inspector? 
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 Strengthen Compliance Assistance Efforts 
 

 Reduce the Number of Mandatory Inspections 
 

Risk Based System? 
 

 Acknowledge the differences between gaseous 

and non-gaseous mines in the Act. 
 

Fix the Pre-Shift Inspection Problems 
 


